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\\\ \ / JRAPPING ITS WARMING RAYS about
\\\ \ ¢ / the weary traveler and his faithful mount—the
\ /v/ soon to be brilliantly roiling sun illumines the

way ahead in clairvoyant radiance.

This early warmth is the natural succession to sun-
rise, which falls on the heels of the Lavender Wave of Morn-
ing~ —twilight's cooling mist.

The morning haze sits like a heavy fog, enveloping
the grand congregation of mighty trees that are the Ancient
and Towering Corridors of Jade-—all pointing some three
hundred feet or more straighffup toward the heavens In the
Land of Granger's Birth-.

And then Sunrise at the Rim of the World- begins its
daily diffusion—the only exemptions being the Crimson
Jade~ canopies that are the loftiest and most interwoven.

AVING SPENT MANY WEEKS on track, trail
and road, the wizened warrior and his battle scarred
stallion are about to push on toward what Wayfarer-
anticipates will be journey's end —and perhaps a final res-

pite from fields of casualty and honor.

This, if all goes according to plan!
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WAYFARER of the 297" RING~ by D.H. DALE
A MINIATURESTORY™ from STORIESWEARETELLING™~ for the MINIATURELIBRARY ™~ of the SHORTSTORYAFICIONADO

It is Wayfarer's~ thoughts of bloody and terrible af-
ternoons that are never far from the former Jaguarasquar's-
mind —and which he often finds descending upon him like
a mosaic curtain stitched with memories of bittersweet
days gone by.

Lord Granger's~ ultimate destination is his ancestral
home in the land of lavender and Amethystine folk—at
Hope's Amethyst-!

However, before he can turn south, he has impor-
tant business to attend to in the lands of the Ocherine-
headship.

It is there in the north that Wayfarer- may find him-
self in some jeopardy —and he is planning for that eventu-
ality!

of exquisite blossoms that

stretches as far as the eye
can see amongst a random grove
of stalwart trees.

The velvety smoothness
of these blooms undulates and
washes like a silent and com-
manding wave across the broad
meadow —where those who are
The Best and Finest of Us~ conduct
honor's fiercest and most selfless
defense in the preservation of
honor for all soldiers.
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Sorrowfully, shadowy scarlet and crimson become
those once bright blooms where cleaved and broken bodies
fall—a soldier's lifeblood spilling out upon the landscape
in Indiscriminate Patterns and Pools of Pain and Terrible Hurt".

These earthy and shallow reservoirs of what was
mere moments before the confirmation of a living man—
are now fleetingly filled with a surreal mix of lifeless claret
and burgundy red, that shall soon seep away into an unre-
pentant and surly earth.

What fades away from the warming rays of the
daily sun is the only remaining evidence of that finite and
well-timed flow to and from the beating heart and lungs of
a soldier's birthright —now cut off brutally and suddenly
in a breathless instant, and for eternity!

"While honor be preserved —if there is glory upon
this fatal field, I see it not! I dg not seek glory!"

This, the father, son and brother cries out in honor-
ific agony to his fellows —lying as he is, mortally wound-
ed —amidst a meadow that shall now become some vast
and all but forgotten place. This, where bright flowers
shall once again take root—and only for its beauty be re-
claimed by the Terrestrial Architect- on behalf of the Design-
ers-.

ET ME BE CRYSTAL CLEAR, Mr. and Mrs.

Politician- —there is nothing glorious about being
struck down on the battlefield. Any such so called

"Indiscriminate Patterns and Pools of Pain and Terrible Hurtm — Calming Shadows
Amidst Twisted Cruelty™ is an image of an original watercolor by Anke Eissmann - 2009, out of the
Imagination and Mind's Eye of the Short Story Aficionadom™.

DO

aBiTof MYSTERY, ROMANCE and ADVENTURE
©1997-2010 by GTTransGlobal PAciFic NW U.S.A

All rights (includ
cording; audiovi
tronic trar s
United St

ort-story; theatre; motion picture; television; sound re-
image from original w digit lec- B
e) are reserved under the k laws of t

Page 8 of 14




RER of the 297" RING~ by D.H. DALE
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glory attributed to wartime death, disability and illness is
an illusion!

o

It is nothing more nor less than a chimera conjured
up within the minds of those who have never been near
any field of honor—or near the utter and complete brutal-
ity present on a crimson meadow, dune, hill or ridge.

These conjurers are mere political patriots!

It is they who seek to use war to further their per-
sonal careers, and the aims of some courtly group—those
goals and objectives directly associated with seeking, gain-
ing and keeping political, economic and military power—
that yields wealth and control —close to their vests!

WOUND OR INJJRY EXACTED, is one

fiercely inflicted upon individual soldiers by javelin,
axe, sword and arrow — or by all of these!

Such is grossly unclean, leaving little hope of re-
covery for the fallen—whose torsos, appendages and
bones are cleaved, punctured and shattered!

If a wounded soldier does not promptly die from
the violent trauma inflicted upon him, he most often suc-
cumbs not long after from shock and a copious discharge
of blood —both inside and outside of the body.

Additionally, an ailing soldier suffers greatly when
forced to involuntarily yield to amoebic dysentery and in-
fection — the latter being viral, bacterial, parasitic or fungal.

Is this in any way, shape or form glorious!
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No, of course it isn't!

Never, Mr. and Mrs. Politician !

T 1S A VICIOUS and unsavory business, this thing
called war! Yet, is war not also merely a game derived
and drawn from some petty argument over sovereignty?

Yes! Yes, of course it is—and nothing more!

And though it is the aristocratic politicians who
seem to gaily and daily play the game of strategy —it is the
ordinary person who gets caught up in the operations and
tactics of it all.

It is ordinary men who risk and sacrifice their lives
and limbs, sight, hearing and pHysical and mental health on the
fields of casualty and honor

These are the fatal fields whose risks and sacrifices
have the potential for glorifying only the grand strategists!

It is these "great thinkers" who are virtually never
actually present when arrows and javelins penetrate flesh
and internal organs —and when axes and swords blind and
separate limbs and heads from unwilling bodies!

A\ LONG HIS WANDERED WAY, the still for-
midable Lord Granger~ takes advantage of every op-
portunity to observe many a farmer, laborer, artisan,

beggar and vagabond as they go about their individual

daily lives.
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Some he sees that bear the obvious outer scars of
war, such as loss of limb and sight. For others, Wayfarer's-
military experience, personal compassion and eye for de-
tail lead him to discern subtle and often inner impairments
of hearing —as well as those intensely camouflaged debili-
tations of general physical health—and even more severely
hidden mental infirmities.

Regardless! Whilst honor remains intact, a mind
and body is often terribly altered — this, far in advance of a
former soldier resuming the long road of his lifetime re-
maining.

Lord Granger~ is often intrigued by those he meets
drifting like nomads between and among the countries of
the east and west, north and south—especially from the
known and unknown lands of the south. For they are the
ones who also ride great Hadasan- stallions—and some-
times even mares as well.

Like Wayfarer-, some of these travelers are former
professional soldiers who served and made personal sacri-
fices on behalf of some distant liege lord and land.

Likewise he sometimes comes upon those rare No-
blessars~ and Rugae~ who are required by their fraternal or-
ders—as well as by society as a whole—to serve in the
ranks of The Best and Finest of Us-, before they become
counselors and eventually lord counselors.

DEAR MR. and MRS. READER" —
WATCH for ADVENTURE XII.

YOUR STORYTELLER in MINIATURE"...

D.H. DALE-
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CALMING SHADOWVS AMIDST TWISTED CRUELTY
INDISCRIMINATE PATTERNS and POOLS of PAIN and TERRIBLE HURT
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and SUNSET at ths RIM of the WORLD
LAND of GRANGER'S BIRTH
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